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Dear Sir: 
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The following sections are being submitted for this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement: 

1. Preliminary Statements. 

Applicant(s) submits herewith additional patents, publications or other 
information as the result of a search by Examiner Tilahun Gesesse in the 
prosecution of pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/708,776, that 
they believe may be material to the patentability of the claims under 
consideration in this application and in respect of which there may be a duty 
to disclose under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed as a representation that a search has been made (37 CFR § 
1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h)), 
or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that the references are prior art within 
the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103. Further, any explanation, if 
provided, is not to be construed as a representation that the references have 
been thoroughly reviewed. In particular, no representation as to the 
relevance of any portion of any reference is intended. 



The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of 
January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

2. Form PTO-1449, List of Prior Art Cited by Applicant, citing 12 U.S. 
patents. 
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3. These references are in addition to those listed Information Disclosure 
Statement and Form PTO 1449, which was filed with the U.S.P.T.O. on June 

4. 2002. 

5. Statement in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e): 

□ (1) Each item of information contained in the Supplemental 
Information Disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three (3) months prior to the filing of the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure statement; or 

^ (2) No item of information contained in the Supplemental 
Information Disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the Supplemental Information Disclosure 
statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure statement. 

6. The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on 
the basis of the information supplied by the inventor(s) and the information in 
the attorney's file. # 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited 
on the date shown below addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 20231 : 



Telephone: 505.255.4536 
Facsimile: 505.255-4536 




Reg. No. 41,953 
Attorney for Applicant 



ORTIZ & LOPEZ, PLLC 
P.O. Box 4484 

Albuquerque, NM 87196-4484 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



E 37 CFR LllajLlKA] □ 37 CFR 1.8<aU1HB ) 

With the United States Postal Service by facsimile transmission to facsimile 

with sufficient postage as first class number 
mail in an envelope. 




B 37 CFR 1.10 

with the United States Postal Service 

"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee' 

service, 

Mailing Label No. 



Dated: 
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JAN 1 2 2004 



FORM PTO-1449 
(REV. 7.80) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



ATTY. DOCKET NO.: 1000-1086 



SERIAL NO.: 10/015,458 



LIST OF PRIOR ART CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



APPLICANT: Ortiz etal. 



FILING DATE: 12/13/2001 



GROUP ART UNIT: 2673 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



*EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLAS 
S 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 

(if appropriate) 



US 6,570,889 B1 



5/27/2003 



Stiriing-Gallacher, et al. 



370 



479 



3/17/1999 



US 6,535,493 B1 



3/18/2003 



Lee et al. 



370 



329 



1/15/1999 



US 6,525,762 B1 



2/25/2003 



Mileski etal. 



348 



81 



6/5/2000 



US 6,522,352 B1 



2/18/2003 



Strandwltz et al. 



348 



211.2 



6/22/1998 



US 6,466,202 B1 



10/15/2002 



Suso etal. 



345 



169 



2/23/2000 



US 6,434,403 B1 



8/13/2002 



Ausems et al. 



455 



556 



2/19/1999 



US 6,564,070 B1 



5/13/2003 



Nagamine etal. 



455 



556 



9/22/1997 



US 6,192,257 B1 



2/20/2001 



Ray 



455 



566 



3/31/1998 



6,137,525 



10/24/2000 



Lee et al. 



348 



14 



2/17/1998 



6,009,336 



12/28/1999 



Harris et al. 



455 



566 



6/10/1996 



5,806,005 



9/8/1998 



Hull etal. 



455 



566 



5/10/1996 



5,485,504 



1/16/1996 



Ohnsorge 



379 



58 



12/30/1994 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



RECEIVE! 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



JAN 1 4 2004 

Tarhnnlnfiu Qontcr 2£Qfl 

r^an-^r^y-ry^r^r^y ""^ « — ^-«*-x» — 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



